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Library Trustee Section 


Cne of the most encouraging developments to occur at the state meeting last fall was 
the organization of a trustees section of the M.L.A. The library board members present at 
the luncheon-business meeting voted to form a permanent organization made up of library 
trustees. This group in the future will be known as the Trustees Section of the Minnesota 
Library Association. 


The Executive Board composed of Mrs. D. A. McKenzie of Crookston, president; 
Mrs. E. C. Biller of St. Cloud, vice-president; and Mrs. D. L. Grannis, South St. Paul, 
secretary-treasurer, have been authorized to draw up a constitution and by-laws for the 
consideration and ratification of all library boards in the state. 


The purpose of this new organization is to encourage closer cooperation with the State 
Library Association, to promote, extend and improve Minnesota public library conditions 
and to aid in the development of library service in those areas at present without books or 
libraries. 


Librarians everywhere will welcome the advent of this new group upon the library 
horizon with much satisfaction. They will be particularly receptive to the considerable 
assistance which the trustees group can render the profession in advancing Minnesota library 
objectives. In like manner the trustees should benefit greatly from closer participation in 
library activities with librarians. Both librarians and trustees have much to gain from this 
mutually advantageous development.—L. F. Z. 


1940 Statistics 


The publication of the 1940 library statistics marks another decade of library develop- 
ment in Minnesota. During the last ten-year period there was an increase of 228,347 in the 
state’s population. This increase has been relatively proportionate geographically and has 
not affected the ratio of people with and without library service. This year’s statistics based 
on the 1940 census show 59% of the total population with and 41% without public library 
service—a deviation of only 19 from last year’s figures which were based on the 1930 
census. 


In 1930 there were 125 legally-established public libraries maintained by tax support. 
Today there are 145 such libraries. Ten years ago 12 public libraries received county appro- 
priations for service to rural people. Today 17 of them receive stipends for this purpose in 
varying amounts. 


It would be interesting to measure this year’s statistical summary against that for 1930 
and thereby note the progress for this decade over the last one in terms of registered 
borrowers, book stock, circulation and expenditures. It so happens that the data for 1930 
was neither summarized nor presented in terms comparable to those which have been used 
by us in the past few years. Consequently, valid comparisons are difficult to make. 
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Confining our observations solely to the 1940 tables printed elsewhere in this issue, it 
is significant to point out that library expenditures this year indicate a noticeable decrease 
over those of last year. This decrease is especially true of book expenditures for all popu- 
lation categories except two. It is encouraging to note, however, that libraries in the 
population group serving less than 1,000 show an 11 cent increase per capita for book 
expenditures this year over the previous year. 


It should be observed in partial explanation of the decrease in total expenditures that 
this year only total operating expenditures are entered in the tables. In previous years capital 
expenses had been included and the data published under the heading “Total Expenditures.” 
Obviously, the elimination of capital expenses tends to lower per capita expenditures, but 
by excluding capital outlays it is believed that a more reliable picture of actual overhead 
costs can be presented. 


In connection with the table on “County Service” public libraries giving contract service 
to rural schools were asked to submit reports based exclusively on this type of work. Since 
this is clearly a form of rural extension service maintained from revenue derived within the 
county or from state aid, the statistics covering this service are included accordingly in the 
county table. There are now ten public libraries giving contract service to rural schools. 


In previous years the data on population served by Association Libraries was not 
entered in the Summary Table. The amount of money spent by these libraries for books, 
and the size and quality of their book collections, did not seem to warrant the assumption 
that the population served received library service in the accepted sense of that term. 


This year, however, on the basis of our knowledge of their holdings and expenditures, 
it was decided to include the populations of the better ones in the column “Population 
Served.” A number of these libraries have fairly good incomes, give fair service, and while 
their standards may not be all they should be, they do compare favorably with some of our 
smaller public libraries. 


It will be noted that for the first time statistics of State Institution Libraries are given 
in the Summary Table. Because these libraries collectively serve a large group of people, 
and the funds come from public revenue, it is our belief that they have a definite place in 
the public library set-up in Minnesota. 


In view of the fact that the U. S. Census Bureau includes residents of state institutions 
in the local population of the community in which the institution is located, and since 
residents in these institutions receive library service from the state directly, it should be 
unnecessary to state that the public library does not give service to this group within its 
population. For this reason the per capitas for public libraries in such communities are 
computed only on the basis of populations served by them.—L. F. Z. 








Rural Lilraryg Extension 


The importance of rural education and the need for expanded library facilities 
cannot be over-estimated. Because of the mobility of our population, the local 
taxing unit is no longer solely responsible for the education of the children born 
in that unit. Therefore, further federal aid to education on the basis of need should 
be given. We urge that rural library facilities be expanded as rapidly as may be 
economically feasible—Resolution adopted by the Associated Women of the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 
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Inter-Library Loans in Minnesota 


Cari Vitz 


Librarian, Minneapolis Public Library 


For some time I have been thinking about 
this question of Inter-Library Loans. It has, 
it seems to me, some unsolved problems 
that are bothersome, whether viewed from 
the standpoint of the borrowing or the lend- 
ing library. I have been hoping that some 
plan could be devised that would be fair and 
satisfactory to both. Suggestions which | 
have to make are based largely on the ex- 
perience of the Minneapolis Public Library, 
which, as is the case with most public 
libraries, is both a lending library and a 
borrowing library. 


I will not discuss with you today the whole 
question of Inter-Library Loans. Inter- 
Library loans are most frequent and most 
important in the field of reference, research 
and university libraries. These libraries are 
competent, of course, to discuss the problem 
as it relates to them. Nor am I going to 
discuss it on a national scale, but only with 
Minnesota and perhaps also the Dakotas and 
Montana particularly in mind. 


Even from the public library standpoint, 
the problem, as far as it relates to requests 
for research and reference books, is pretty 
well worked out. Difficulties relate very 
largely to general and popular books and 
books for circulation. The Library of Con- 
gress now lends many books to public 
libraries, but will do so only if it is shown 
that the book is intended for research work, 
and research work, as defined by the Library 
of Congress, does not refer to under-graduate 
or even to the usual post-graduate research. 
When similar requests come to the larger 
public libraries, these almost always respond 
in the interests of some real student. Many 
requests for books of a different type are also 
received, books customarily on the shelves of 
larger libraries and freely borrowed by its 
users, but which the smaller libraries seldom 
own, either because of their cost or more 
usually because the number interested in 
their use is too small to justify their purchase. 


*Paper given at the October, 1940 Conference of the M.L.A. 


Yet these books are usually in considerable 
demand in the large library and also all the 
smaller libraries combined are capable of 
piling up considerable demand. Books of 
music, art books, books on collecting or use- 
ful in club or church programs, and books 
on educational methods are some of the types 
for which demand is frequent. 


When books of this type are needed any- 
where in the state, it it but natural to turn to 
the larger libraries. Their book resources 
are better known. Such publicity as they can 
afford, reaches beyond the confines of their 
own city through the state at large. Inquiries 
often come from former residents who at 
one time used the library in person and who 
to some extent know what the library has 
available and who ask whether they may not 
continue to have the service they enjoyed as 
residents. Visitors, after brief or longer 
stays in Duluth, St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
return to their communities and wish they 
could continue the profitable book relation- 
ship possible in these cities. 


The University of Minnesota, including its 
summer sessions, other Twin City colleges, 
the business schools, the music schools, and 
the Bible institutes, all regularly bring 
thousands to the Twin Cities, where they 
become users of their large libraries. After 
returning home, it is natural that they should 
desire to continue to use these libraries. 


The larger public libraries wish to be 
generous. The impulse is, when requests 
come in, to send requested books. We know 
that Minnesota is preeminently a state of 
small communities. Mr. Zimmerman has re- 
peatedly brought to our minds how large a 
portion of the state is without libraries. As 
Chief of the Library Division of the State 
Department of Education he is doing yeoman 
service in his efforts to serve these smaller 
communities and to supplement their re- 
sources. But, as you know, the book budget 
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available to Mr. Zimmerman’s office is utterly 
inadequate. 


Everywhere there are people in our com- 
munities who need books not available 
locally. Their need is just as great if they 
live in the open country or in the remote 
wilderness as when they live in towns or in 
the larger cities, and yet unless some way 
can be found to serve them, they must re- 
main bookless. 


The larger libraries do not want to be 
niggardly yet they can hardly afford to be 
generous. Nor do they want to help out 
only a few libraries and not others. They 
want to treat all alike. Whatever service is 
possible from Minneapolis, St. Paul or 
Duluth, should be available to the entire 
state. Any plan, however, for general lend- 
ing would grow in volume so rapidly that 
its maintenance would soon prove an im- 
possibly heavy financial drain. All libraries 
operate on rather limited budgets, and in the 
larger cities at least, I am afraid we are again 
facing a period when budget problems will 
be more than usually difficult. 


Our present policy when requests for inter- 
library loans are received, is to refer them 
to the Library Division of the State Depart- 
ment of Education. Sometimes we know 
when these requests come that the Library 
Division cannot fill the request. We know 
it because the letter says so. Occasionally we 
respond to these requests—I only wish we 
could do it oftener. Were the Library Divi- 
sion adequately financed, it could care for 
many of these requests. Part of our duty as 
Minnesota librarians is to increase its re- 
sources so that it can more effectively serve 
the whole state with books, especially those 
areas least financially able to do so. 


With all its handicaps, the Library Divi- 
sion does lend many books, and when it 
lends, naturally it makes no service charge 
since it is a state tax supported institution. 
All who live in the state are entitled on an 
equal basis to the service that it can give, and 
Mr. Zimmerman rightly feels that a service 
charge for lending should not be made. It is 
an asset, a resource for the whole state, and 
is used as such by the whole state, though 
generally speaking, it is the smaller libraries, 


and the areas unserved by public libraries, 
that use it most. 


But after all allowance is made for its will- 
ingness to give service, the fact remains that 
the Library Division is just not able to meet 
the demand for a state-wide extension service 
for books that is now articulate and an even 
greater one as yet inarticulate. 


Nor can nor should the public libraries of 
the state depend upon the State University 
Library for lending service. Though it is 
a state tax supported institution its resources 
are meant for a specific, limited clientele, 
those connected with the university—as 
teachers, research workers and undergrad- 
uates. It is not possible for the University 
library to go beyond service to this group, to 
serve which it is organized and its funds are 
provided. 


That brings us back again to the fact that 
when books are needed, it is natural to turn 
to the city libraries. And we would like to 
respond. The spirit of library service is a 
generous one. We would like to extend our 
book resources to the whole state and to lend 
our books to the extent that there is need. 
The Minneapolis Public Library does now 
and has always done some such lending and 
has thus been an asset to the whole state. 
Its Reference, Art, Music, Technical and 
other departments and its Business Branch 
are frequently used by non-residents when 
they are in the city, reference service being 
free to all comers. It has helped in their 
school work and provided recreational read- 
ing to the thousands who have attended 
Minneapolis educational institutions or who 
as teachers or in other capacities have had 
employment in the city. The Minneapolis 
Public Library has a contract for service to 
Hennepin County, which is very favorable to 
the 50,000 rural Hennepin residents. Resi- 
dents of other counties, who can use the 
Library in person may do so by acquiring a 
fee card costing $2.00 a year, while temporary 
residents in the city enjoy the use of the 
Library at no cost. 


We feel that though our service extends 
much beyond the area from which we re- 
ceive our tax support, we are very glad that 
we have been able to be of some help in the 
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cultural development of Minnesota, and not 
only of Minnesota but also of our neighbor- 
ing states, where a shortage of books exists 
even graver than in our own state. As you 
see, we do practice the good neighbor policy 
to some extent at least. 


We see also something of the reverse of 
this picture. We also are borrowers when 
our own resources fail. Our inter-library loan 
file reveals that we have borrowed recently 
from the Library of Congress, and from the 
public libraries of Milwaukee, Chicago, Pitts- 
burgh, Boston, Cleveland and St. Louis. We 
try to borrow only books for which we can 
make out a good case from the standpoint of 
need. Yet we feel hesitant to ask for ma- 
terial that may be in use, and to ask for staff 
time to be spent for the benefit of Minne- 
apolis. Sometimes three or four letters must 
go back and forth relating to a single loan. 
We would like to show our appreciation for 
such time and help in a more substantial way 
than by a mere letter or post card of thanks. 


To meet this situation, therefore, I am 
venturing to present a formula that may 
help in arriving at a solution. We do not 
want to refuse all requests for loans, as we 
feel that our larger resources place upon us 
an obligation that goes beyond our own city. 
Yet we cannot afford to lend all the books 
for which requests would come from the 
whole Northwest area. To do so would add 
to our present over-heavy demands an addi- 
tional load that would crush us. We believe 
also that the laborer, in this case the institu- 
tion, is worthy of his hire, and that those 
who benefit should in some way share the 
cost. 


Here is the formula. A service fee charge 
of twenty-five cents for the first book or unit, 
and ten cents for each additional book or 
unit in the same lending transaction, plus 
postage both ways. Such a definite basis, 
with a substantial recognition of the cost of 
service, would smooth inter-library loan rela- 
tionship. The asking library would feel freer 
to ask. I am sure that many of you have 
hesitated to ask the loan of a book from the 
Minneapolis Public Library because you 
knew how extensive were the demands upon 
its collection. The lending library would 
feel that the extra income would build up 


its book budget and thus compensate the 
local taxpayers for the use of their property. 


Why did we settle upon twenty-five cents 
for the first and ten cents for each additional 
unit in a single lending transaction, plus 
postage? Partly because twenty-five cents 
and a dime are nice, round numbers. Both 
amounts are, however, below the actual cost. 
And yet they are large enough to be some- 
thing of a contribution and of real help in 
meeting the cost of inter-library loans. Also 
the sums, twenty-five cents and ten cents, 
are roughly adjusted to the relative amount 
of work that is involved for the first and for 
the second or additional books in the same 
transaction. 


What are the costs that enter into a deter- 
mination of inter-library loan costs? First, 
of course, are the costs of operating a library 
— (1) the selection, purchase, cataloging, 
preparation for shelves of the books, (2) the 
building and its maintenance, (3) the provi- 
sion of a staff that service may be given. On 
this basis it costs most libraries from ten to 
twenty cents for each book lent. We cannot 
lend books to our own Minneapolis resi- 
dents, who use the library in person and who 
themselves do much of the work involved, 
on an average cost of ten cents per book lent. 
Most of you, if you will divide your total 
budget by your total circulation, will find 
that it costs you more than ten cents to 


circulate a book. 


But there are costs connected with inter- 
library loans in addition to those when the 
book goes to the borrower in person and 
over the counter. The letter of inquiry must 
be read. The catalog must be consulted, call 
numbers found and the books looked for on 
the shelves. All steps of the charging routine 
must be taken care of. Books must be 
wrapped; cord, paper and corrugated card- 
board are an item. The package must be 
addressed, weighed, stamped and posted, 
and the receiving library notified. Often a 
letter is required to clear up some detail in 
the request, or to report that the book is in 
circulation or otherwise unavailable. The 
return routine is much simpler, but adds its 
part to the total cost. 


If such a service charge becomes custom- 
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ary among libraries, who should pay this 
cost, the library which does the borrowing 
or the reader in whose interest the book is 
borrowed? It could be either, or the costs 
may be shared. Few libraries would question 
the purchase of a book if it were known that 
ten or a dozen people would wish to read 
it. Why, then, should librarians hesitate to 
assume on their budgets a service charge of 
this kind. Without using up book funds in 
the purchase of a little used book, and at no 
cost for ordering and cataloging, they can 
nevertheless supply a book to one person at 
about the same per capita cost as if they 
bought a book which would be used by ten 
or twelve readers. On the other hand, readers 
usually are glad to help defray the cost of 
securing a needed book and with postage 
rates as low as now, might easily be asked to 
pay all the cost or to share it. 


One more practical consideration occurs 
to me, and that is the relationship of the 
Library Division. In no way should this plan 
supplant its service, or seem to make a cen- 
tral lending collection for the whole state 


unnecessary. There must always be empha- 
sis in the direction of building up its book 
collection, of increasing its book budget. The 
place of the larger library in this plan is to 
supplement the Library Division. To bring 
this about, requests should go first to the 
Library Division, and only upon its inability 
to supply books, should they be requested 
from other libraries. Requests would either 
be relayed by the Library Division, or the 
requesting library should, when writing, 
indicate that the Library Division is not 
able to supply. Also requests should come 
through local libraries and not from indi- 
viduals direct. This will tend to build up the 
service of the local libraries and put them in 
the position of helping residents of their 
communities to book service. 


Beginning April 1, 1941, the Minneapolis 
Public Library will try out this plan. Per- 
haps it will work — perhaps not. In any 
event it seems worth trying out, and possibly 
other libraries will wish to try this on a 
similar plan. 








Cooperation 


“Do American librarians actually believe in cooperation, or do they merely pay 
lip-service to a worthy ideal? The final answer to this question has yet to be made, 
and I suspect that the period of serious testing of the sincerity of our belief in 
co-operation is approaching rather rapidly. In library meetings one hears much 
about co-operation, and various interesting library projects involving co-operation 
have been developed. In spite of these examples, it may still be maintained that 


relatively few libraries give serious and continuing consideration to their own 


operations in terms of those of their neighbors. Hundreds of American librarians 
seem to have little knowledge of, or interest in, the things which other libraries in 
their own communities, or in their own counties, are trying to do. Too often co- 
operation means only a pleasant exchange of good wishes; too seldom does it 
mean an honest and painstaking consideration of the mutual benefits to be derived 
from a planned program of united or at least integrated effort.”—Carleton B. 
Joeckel, “The Realities of Regionalism,” in Library Trends. p. 71. (University of 
Chicago press, 1937. $2.00) 














National Defense and the Library 


“The American Library Association be- 
lieves it is the privilege and duty of every 
library and library agency in North America 
to make its books and services contribute in 
all possible ways to the preservation and 
improvement of the democratic way of life. 


“Public libraries, large and small, urban 
and rural; libraries in schools, colleges and 
universities; research libraries; special libra- 
ries—each one should make its services 
indispensable to its own community and to 
the country; and each member of every 
library board and staff must share the 
responsibility. 


“Libraries must help the unskilled, unem- 
ployed man preparing himself to hold a job 
in an essential industry; the skilled worker 
preparing himself for greater responsibility; 
the engineer re-educating himself for defense 
activities; the designers of airplanes, motors, 
tanks, guns, and ships; the research workers 
in science and industry; the farm worker 
who must adjust himself to new economic 
conditions. 


“The wars now being waged are not 
merely against nations and races. They have 
as their aim the destruction of ideas as well, 
even in those countries not engaged in mili- 
tary combat. The freedoms and principles 
which represent the highest achievements of 
civilized society are menaced, from abroad 
and at home. Libraries are inevitably in- 
volved in this war of ideas. 


“Unusual opportunities exist to increase 
understanding of what democracy is, what 
its achievements and failures have been, and 
above all, what its future can be if it again 
becomes, in the minds of all, not something 
achieved, but a way of making life what we 
wish it to be. Because some knowledge of 
the governmental systems with which it is 
in conflict is essential to such understanding, 
reading should be encouraged and facili- 
tated, not only on democracy, but on other 
ideologies. Propaganda against democracy 
should not be feared and avoided but con- 
fronted with evidence and informed inter- 
pretation. 


“The war and its causes, our own coun- 
try’s relation to it, aid to Great Britain, 
hemispheric solidarity, problems of the 
Pacific, social reconstruction at home, the 
kind of peace we want, the kind of world 
organization — these and scores of other 
war-time subjects need public consideration 
and reasoned discussion in the light of facts 
available in books. It is the duty of the 
library also to be aware of local problems 
and to give creative help in their solution. 


“The present situation calls for a positive 
program of stimulation and _ leadership. 
Libraries have an opportunity to promote 
the reading of thought-provoking books on 
socially significant questions; they have an 
obligation to make it difficult for people to 
escape the influence of such books. It is as 
essential for librarians to know what sub- 
jects are vital as to know what books are 
good. A generous provision of books and 
services on all aspects of current problems 
and their historical antecedents is a major 
obligation of the library in times like these. 


“Intellectual freedom is never perma- 
nently assured. It is especially endangered 
by war. The right of the citizen to find in 
his library the best material on all sides of 
controversial public questions must be pro- 
tected. 


“The library cannot work alone, but must 
cooperate with all other agencies concerned 
with research, education, training, and the 
diffusion of ideas. Schools, colleges, debat- 
ing clubs, forums, organized groups of many 
kinds — all now need to an unusual degree 
the materials and services of the library in 
fields related to society’s present problems. 
The library must anticipate and stimulate, 
as well as meet, these needs. 


“The essential internationalism of intellec- 
tual materials should lead every librarian 
and library trustee to assist in maintaining 
respect for the cultural achievements of all 
peoples, and to advocate continuing and 
expanding our cultural relations with all 
nations in spite of difficulties. The oppor- 


*A statement of policy adopted by the Council of the American Library Association, December 26, 1940. 
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tunities for cooperation with our nearest 
neighbors must no longer be neglected. 


“A vigorous emphasis on issues which are 
of current importance to citizens should 
facilitate the achievement of the library’s 
long-time objectives. Reading and study 
may be vitalized by being related to events 


life, it must be deplored that millions of 
Americans do not have library service. Until 
such service is everywhere available, a first 
objective of the American Library Associa- 
tion must be the extension and betterment 
of libraries, with local, state or provincial, 
and national support. 


“The social and intellectual unrest grow- 


and ideas which are stirring men’s minds at 
the moment. The diffusion of knowledge 
and understanding was never more impor- 
tant to the welfare of mankind. 


ing out of the present world situation may 
lead to confusion and despair; or it may lead 
to a renaissance of critical inquiry and con- 
structive thinking. Whether the result will 
be the one or the other will depend in no 
small measure on the ability of libraries and 
other agencies of enlightenment to adapt 
their services to present needs.” 


“When, as now, it becomes necessary to 
mobilize all educational and cultural re- 
sources for defense and for the preservation 
and improvement of the American way of 





Book Circulation 








“The professional hunger for large circulation figures is not, of course, mere 
gluttony. For most public libraries, if not for all, the hunger is explained by 
malnutrition, by insufficient public revenue. In order to feed books to the public, 
the public must feed money to the library. That fact is perfectly clear. But what 
is not all clear to me is the point at which the returns begin to diminish. And they 
must if the library is centrifugal; that is, if it seeks to increase its circulation in the 
easiest way, by lending more copies of Zane Grey to more housewives and more 
copies of the Bobbsey Twins to more children from the intermediate grades. The 
time will come when the point of saturation is reached, the point beyond which the 
circulation of more such books to more such people fails to increase the library’s 
local prestige, and hence fails to increase its revenue in relation to the cost of the 
service. At this point the library’s appetite for larger circulation becomes unhealthy, 
like the use of dope, or the continued substitution of cigarettes for beefsteak.”— 
Douglas Waples, “People and libraries,” in Current issues in library administration. 
p. 363. (Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1939. $2.00) 














PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS, 1940 


SUMMARY 





BOOK 
COLLECTIONS CIRCULATION EXPENDITURES 





N 
POPULATION DIVISIONS Population 
braries| Served 


Total 

Number of Number Operating 
Volumes of i Expenses 
in Public er | Volumes 
Libraries Loaned 
Public Libraries: 


Serving over 50,000 population . 878,232 | 1,318,687 i 5,602,861 : y 787,269 
Serving 10,000-50,000 population 365,206 : 1,466,542 : d 170,539 
Serving 5,000-10,000 population ad 361,721 Q 1,276,912 A ; 153,388 
Serving 2,500-5,000 population . ‘ 222,575 : 719,740 , P 67,395 
Serving 1,000-2,500 population . F 610,732 f F 65,630 
Serving less than 1,000 pop’n... : 132,251 ‘ * 12,757 
Giving county service 1,144,056 
Association Libraries K 420 
State Institution Libraries i 468,669 


On the basis of population served 1,653,013 1.72 | 11,575,183| 7. ; 1,349,387 
On the basis of total population . 2,792,300? | 2,839,9 -02 | 11,575,183) 4. 1,349,387 


On the basis of three counties: 
Hennepin, Ramsey, St. Louis. 1,085,751 | 1,707,723 7,273,031 ; ; 986,514 
On the basis of remaining 84 
covnties 1,706,549? | 1,132,230 ; 4,302,152 ’ ; 362,873 












































Number of Libraries 


Public libraries maintained by tax support or public funds 
Public libraries maintained by Associations 
State Institution Libraries 


With Tax Supported Public Library Service 


Population of Minnesota (87 counties )* 2,792,300" 
Population served by public libraries (164)° 1,451,545 
Population served through county service 

Population served by Association libraries (13) 


Total population served (59%)* siyiceclpehaico sa iorccettaontsce aa 


Without Tax Supported Public Library Service 


1,135,776 


Total population not served (41%)° 1,139,287 


‘Included previously in separate tables for towns and cities. 

2Figure represents total population—not population with library service. 
‘State Institution Libraries included in figure. 

4Excluding Hennepin, Ramsey, St. Louis Counties, only 33% served. 
5Excluding Hennepin, Ramsey, St. Louis Counties, 67% not served. 
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MINNESOTA LIBRARIES 





ASSOCIATION LIBRARY STATISTICS, 1940 





PLACE 


Population 


Book Stock 








Belgrade ' 
Blooming Prairie 
Brooten 


755! 
1,241! 
537! 


4,270! 
744! 
871! 


1,686 
907 
520 
656 


Circulation 


RECEIPTS 


EXPENDITURES 





Per Capita 








48,783 
15,5655 





70,289 























Kanabec 


LOOKING OVER THE MAP 
4 Counties With no Library of any Kind 


Norman 


Red Lake 


Sibley 


12 Counties With no Legally Established Public Libraries 


Carver 
Clearwater 
Grant 


Isanti 
Kanabec 
Lincoln 


Mahnomen 
Murray 
Norman 


Red Lake 
Roseau 
Sibley 


38 Counties With Only One Library, Either a Legal Public Library 


Becker 
Benton 
Carver* 
Cass 

Clay 
Clearwater* 
Cook 
Douglas 
Freeborn 
Grant* 


Houston 
Hubbard 
Isanti* 
Jackson 
Kandiyohi 
Kittson* 
Lake 

Lake of the 


Lincoln* 


or an Association Library 


Woods 


Mahnomen* 
Marshall 
Martin 
Mecker 
Murray* 
Nobles 
Pennington 
Polk 

Pope 

Rock 


Roseau* 
Scott 
Sherburne 
Steele 
Stevens 
Traverse 
Wadena 
Watonwan 
Wilkin 





"Because of low per capita expenditures this figure 1s not included in total for popuiation served. , 
"Includes state institution residents who receive state-supported service. Per capita expenditures based only on local population. 


*Population served. 
‘Association Libraries. 
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A Message From the President 


The re-organization of the Minnesota Library Association under the new constitution 
has laid the groundwork for better accomplishment. It is now possible for a far greater 
number to participate actively in the work of the Association, and for specialized groups 
to be more adequately represented. 

The task before us this year is the further strengthening of the Association by building 
well upon this foundation. The six newly organized sections deserve the support and 
encouragement of the whole membership, in order that they may have every opportunity 
to promote their particular interests. Likewise, these specialized groups have a responsibility 
to the larger group in preserving the unity of the whole. The broader professional interests 
of all are the same and need to be kept in mind, if our Association is to grow in influence. 

An especially salutary development is the increasing interest on the part of library 
trustees. The equalization of library opportunity in our state, which is being so successfully 
fostered by the Library Division, depends largely upon the support of trustees and other 
lay groups. The Minnesota Library Association can make a distinct contribution to this 
end, and increase its own usefulness, by closely cooperating with such interested citizens 
and having them among its members. 

To work effectively for the betterment of library conditions, the Minnesota Library 
Association should be truly representative of librarians and other library-minded people in 
our state. You can make such representation possible through your own membership and 
support, and by convincing your library associates that they need the Minnesota Library 
Association as much as it needs them. Added strength will come with added numbers. 

Fiorence D. Love, President 





Committee Appointments 


The following members of the M. L. A. have been appointed by the Executive Board 
on the various committees given below: 


Legislative............. ; Carl Vitz, Chairman Minneapolis Public Library 
Library Planning Clara F. Baldwin, Chairman , 
Jane Morey Duluth Public Library 
NN pssisc2 dK isos ccsosncvcdessedientiaasels Minneapolis Public Library 
Agatha Lindner International Falls Public Library 
Eleanor Herrmann........................-....St. Paul Public Library 
John K. Vance Carleton College, Northfield 
Mildred L. Methven Institution Library, St. Paul 
Helga S. Bjornson Folwell Junior H. S., Minneapolis 
Ethel I. Berry Hennepin County Library 
Mis. D. A. MECMONIe. .........00.465s000620: Crookston Library Board 
Dorothy Beth Hansen WPA Library Project 
Dorothy Ware Minneapolis Public Library 
Publicity cea ..Sarah Wallace, Chairman Minneapolis Public Library 
Robert E. Hoag St. Paul Public Library 
Marie Knudson...... Bemidji Public Library 
.Perrie Jones, Chairman St. Paul Public Library 
Eileen Thornton................ Bemidji Teachers College 
Revision of the Constitution.. Mrs. Rella Havens, Chairman St. Paul Public Library 
Exhibits. sinthdesasisieasecdassccdonnsaseien Ernest Johnson, Chairman Minneapolis Public Library 
Local Arrangements _Alma M. Penrose, Chairman St. Cloud Public Library 


Library Building 
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Public Relations.................sesseseseeeeeJane Morey, Chairman Duluth Public Library 
Mrs. Nancy Loehr St. Paul Public Library 
Elizabeth Bond Minneapolis Public Library 
Hospitality Bernice A. Finnegan, Chairman Sauk Centre Public Library 
Gyla Caulfield Albert Lea Public Library 
Adelaide Rood Minneapolis Public Library 
Jane Conley University of Minnesota 
Resolutions Gertrude Glennon, Chairman Stillwater Public Library 
Mrs. Jessie Parsons Elk River 
Mrs. Clara Bordwell Mankato Public Library 
Nominating Chairman to be appointed 
Lee F. Zimmerman Library Division, St. Paul 
Alice Brown Duluth Public Library 
Registration Elsa H. Ihm, Chairman St. Paul Public Library 
Edith E. H. Grannis St. Cloud Teachers College 
Evalyn Brenner St. Paul Public Library 
Mary Baker Duluth Public Library 
Membership Irene Fraser, Chairman Minneapolis Public Library 
Small Public Libraries Gyla Caulfield 
Lucille Gottry 
Amy Hanscom 
Irene Helland Redwood Falls 
Mrs. Florence Humiston Worthington 
Agatha Lindner International Falls 
Margaret McIntosh 
Edna V. Steiner 
Isabel Thouin 
Trustees President George Selke St. Cloud Teachers College 
County Librarians Helen Young Hennepin County Library 
College Section Helen Stratte Macalester College, St. Paul 
Institutional Librarians Mary Heenan School for Blind, Faribault 
Catholic Librarians Bernadette Becker 
Duluth Public Library Shirley Welshinger 
St. Paul Public Library Evelyn Buckley 
University of Minnesota................Margaret Ryan 


SECTIONS 


Junior Members... Arthur Zalkin, Chairman St. Paul Public Library 
Robert Hoag, Secretary St. Paul Public Library 
Marguerite Ogden, Treasurer University of Minnesota 
Small Public Library..........................lrene Helland, Chairman Redwood Falls Public Library 
Maud Grogan, Vice-Chairman Cloquet Public Library 
Gyla Caulfield, Secretary Albert Lea Public Library 
Agatha Lindner, Treasurer International Falls Public Library 
TORS. bck hee Mrs. D. A. McKenzie, Chairman......Crookston Library Board 
Mrs. E. C. Biller, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. D. L. Grannis, Sec.-Treas......... South St. Paul 
Catalog Ruth Rosholt, Chairman Minneapolis Public Library 
College Robert W. McEwen, Chairman Carleton College, Northfield 
Helen Stratte, Secretary Macalester College, St. Paul 
Children and Young People Alice Brunat, Chairman Minneapolis Public Library 
Helga Bjornson, Secretary Folwell Junior H. S., Minneapolis 


Misplaced Emphasis 


“Library workers have devoted too small a share of their thought to the people 
and affairs outside their buildings; too much time in getting books ready for use 
in proportion to the amount of time devoted to getting them used. Probably this 
is why the possibilities of the public library for social influence are so little recog- 
nized.”—Joseph L. Wheeler, in his The library and the community. p. 16. 
(A.L.A. 1924) 
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Five More Counties To Have Demonstrations 


Since the first of the year, residents of five counties in the southern area of the state 
have organized to promote county library service and will sponsor WPA County Library 
demonstrations. 


In Watonwan County, Home and Community Chairmen and their groups will sponsor 
the demonstration. A Martin County Library Association was formed in that county to 
sponsor a demonstration, and similar organizations have also been formed in Lyon, Nobles, 
and Redwood Counties. 


Books will be shipped to these counties and the demonstration begun just as soon as 
local arrangements are completed for central headquarters and station locations in the 
various communities. Book drives will also be conducted in each county in an effort to 
secure enough books to match in number the collections supplied for the demonstrations. 
Both Watonwan and Martin Counties have already received books for this purpose. 


The need for county library service varies in these counties although the entire rural 
population in each is without public service. 


Lyon County has three public libraries and 65 per cent of its population without books 
at hand. Martin has but one public library leaving 75 per cent without service. Nobles 
also has but a single public library within its borders, and here 79 per cent of the population 
is without service. 


Redwood has two public libraries and two “association” libraries leaving 81 per cent 
of the people without service, while Watonwan has but one library and 78 per cent of its 
population is without service. 


Other Counties 


In Stearns County, the first eight demonstration book stations have been opened, and 
residents of the county met in January to form a Stearns County Library Association to 
officially sponsor the demonstration and to promote county library service. 


The demonstration in Stearns County has attracted much interest in other counties in 
the vicinity. Miss Lucille Gottry, supervisor in that area, was asked to speak at a county- 
wide meeting in Kanabec County in February to explain the county library and what steps 
could be taken to secure one. Residents of communities in Benton County are also interested 
and a Foley organization asked Miss Gottry to discuss with them plans for working toward 
a county library. 


Birthday Party 


A county-wide birthday party was held on Lincoln’s birthday or during that week in 
the various communities of Mower County to mark the second anniversary of the organi- 
zation of the Mower County Library Association. The Association was formed to sponsor 
a WPA County Library demonstration and to promote county-wide service. The Birthday 
Party was the first step in an intensive publicity campaign which the Association plans for 
a county library within the next few months. Both Mower and Goodhue Counties hope 
that action will soon be taken on a county library as these two counties have had demon- 
strations for nearly two years —the maximum time which has so far been allotted to 
counties unless action for a permanent library was taken. 
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Debate Material 


A bibliography has been prepared on the 
Minnesota state high school league debate 
question for 1940-41, “Resolved: that the 
powers of the federal government should be 
increased” and is available from the Library 
Division at no cost. The references listed 
therein may be borrowed for three weeks 
under the usual loan regulations. 


Library Instruction 


In accordance with the preliminary an- 
nouncements for the summer quarter, library 
courses tentatively arranged by the Division 
of Library Instruction at the University of 
Minnesota include: 


First TERM 

Lib. Meth. 51su—Bibliography 

Lib. Meth. 52su—Cataloging 

Lib. Meth. 55su—Advanced Classification 

Lib. Meth. 57su—Secondary School Library 
Administration 

Lib. Meth. 62su—Reference 

Lib. Meth. 71su—Library Work with 
Children 


SECOND TERM 


Lib. Meth. 60su—Binding 

Lib. Meth. 63su—Advanced Reference 

Lib. Meth. 68su—Circulation Work 

Lib. Meth. 73su—Adult Book Selection 
(Part I) 


Books For Fort Snelling 


The greatest need at Fort Snelling is for 
used books and current magazines for recre- 
ational reading for the boys passing through 
the Reception Center. 

Since these boys are from all parts of Min- 
nesota, it was thought that other libraries in 
the State might wish to cooperate with the 
Minneapolis Public Library in supplying this 
need. Discarded books in fair condition, and 
adapted to this purpose, or cash donations 
with which to buy second-hand books, will 





be acceptable. Books will be stamped “Pre- 
sented to Fort Snelling by the Public Libra- 
ries of Minnesota.” 

Anyone interested in this project may 
write Miss Margaret Mull, Longfellow 
Branch Library, Minneapolis. 


Correction 


Statistics published for the college number 
appearing last December gave a total enroll- 
ment of 779 for the College of Saint Teresa. 
The Library Division in recording the data 
inadvertently included summer school regis- 
tration. The corrected figure for the regular 
session should be 473. With this figure as 
the basis of computation, the averages for 
Saint Teresa indicate an upward trend as 
noted in the table below. Figures in paren- 
theses represent incorrect data as published 
previously. 

Volumes in Library per 

BI rssshecestunticctisienbectl 51.96 (36.75) 
Home Loans per Student......18.31 (12.42) 
Per student expenditures for 


books, periodicals and bind- 
I jessica tenaiiacnocebene $7.45 ($4.53) 


Library Bequest 


In 1939 upon the death of a local resident, 
Mr. Fred Mabee, the village of Belgrade 
received a bequest of $5,000 for a public 
library in memory of his sister, Mrs. Myrtle 
Mabee Arnott. The library is known as the 
Myrtle Mabee Public Library and is under 
the supervision of the village council, assisted 
by the Readers’ Club. 

This bequest consisted of $2,000 in cash 
and a trust fund of $3,000. The library was 
formally opened on April 4, 1940. 


A Record Inventory 


The annual inventory of the Two Harbors 
Public Library brings out the fact that read- 
ers of books believe in the policy of “honesty 
is the best policy.” During the year 1940 the 
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amazingly low total of only four volumes 
were missing, according to Miss Leona 
Mason, local librarian, following the annual 
inventory. 


Obituary 


Miss Marie A. Todd, for 33 years head of 
the art department of the Minneapolis Pub- 
lic Library and a pioneer in visual education, 
died November 25, 1940. The art depart- 
ment under Miss Todd’s far-sighted vision, 
grew to be one of the largest and most useful 
in the country. 


Twin City Club 


The regular fall dinner meeting of the 
Twin City Library Club was held at 6:30 
P.M. in the Terrace Restaurant of the new 
Coffman Memorial Union building on the 
University campus the evening of December 
11th. There were 121 members present. 
After dinner speaker was Mr. Gideon Sey- 
mour, chief editorial writer of the Minne- 
apolis Star Journal, whose talk was entitled: 
“South America Hitler’s or Others.” Newly 
elected officers are: President, Raymond 
Shove, Chief, Order Department, University 
Library; Vice President, Mrs. Ruth Palmer, 
Ramsey County Library, St. Paul; Secretary- 
Treasurer, Dorothy Nickels, Assistant, Busi- 
ness Branch, Minneapolis Public Library. 


Personnel 


Virginia Lyon of Hibbing, formerly a sub- 
stitute assistant in the Duluth Public Library, 
has been appointed librarian of the Mountain 
Iron Public Library. 

Helen Pruitt of Decatur, Illinois, has been 
appointed branch librarian of the Glen Lake 
Sanatorium. 

Mildred Schumacher, formerly librarian of 
the Rochester State Hospital, has accepted a 
position as director of the Hospital Bureau 
of the United Hospital Fund in New York 
City. 

Dorothy Howen has resigned from the 
staff of the Minneapolis Public Library to 
become librarian of the Rochester State 
Hospital. 


Hospital Librarianship 


Probably the first organized course in spe- 
cialized training for hospital librarians is 
that given by the Division of Library In- 
struction of the University of Minnesota. 
The course is offered each year during the 
spring quarter April-June, and is followed 
by a six-weeks interneship. Courses offered 
include: Hospital Library Administration— 
3 credits; Book Selection for Hospital Pa- 
tients—3 credits; Reading and the Mental 
Patient—2 credits; Medical Reference—3 
credits; Hospital Library Interneship—4 
credits. No correspondence courses in Hos- 
pital Librarianship are offered by the Uni- 
versity. 

e 





The annual exhibit of the Fifty Best Books 
of the Year was shown in the Minneapolis 
Public Library, February 3 through February 
15. Minneapolis was one of three cities in 
the country which had a first showing. 

The books are selected for their typo- 
graphical excellence. These exhibits, to- 
gether with many other activities of the 
American Institute of Graphic Arts, are de- 
signed for the purpose of improving the 
quality of printing in America. 





A portrait of Emil Oberhoffer, one of the 
founders and the first conductor of the 
Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra, has been 
given to the Minneapolis Public Library by 
Mrs. Oberhoffer. 

The portrait is the work of Mrs. Frances 
Cranmer Greenman of Minneapolis. When 
completed, it hung for some time in Northrop 
Memorial Auditorium in order to give an 
opportunity to the many friends and admirers 
of Mr. Oberhoffer who attend the Symphony 
concerts to see the portrait. It now hangs in 
the Music Department of the Minneapolis 
Public Library. 

Mrs. Oberhoffer had previously given to 
the Library a large collection of Mr. Ober- 
hoffer’s music and a sum of $5,000 for the 
establishment of a memorial fund to Mr. 
Oberhoffer, the income from which is used 
for the purchase of music and books about 


music. 

















SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS REPORT 


Bulletin No. 11 





























“We have no direct evidence indicating that sets of books are now being sold on the 
installment plan or on a service basis payable over a period of years, but the practice has 
been followed in the past in this and other states. We would like to call to the attention 
of librarians and superintendents the fact that a local school board cannot legally enter into 
such an agreement on behalf of the school district. It is a well accepted principle of law 
that a school board cannot bind its successor. This would apply equally whether the agree- 
ment is on a basis of ‘service,’ for example over a ten-year period, or a purchase on the 
installment plan payable over a shorter period. All purchases of books made from school 
funds should be paid during the current school year.” A. B. Caldwell. 


Britannica, Jr., 12 volumes. 1940. Chicago. 
$49.90-$59.90. 

This juvenile encyclopedia made its ini- 
tial appearance in 1934, having been built 
on the plates of Weedon’s Modern Ency- 
clopedia. The first edition was reviewed 
in the A.L.A. Subscription Books Bulletin 
for January, 1935, and a later edition, 
appearing in 1938, was reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin for July, 1939. 
Since the later edition was criticized by 
this national committee for its failure to 
revise such important topics as Moving 
Pictures, Music, Photography, Radio, Rub- 
ber, and Transportation, the State Com- 
mittee checked these topics in the 1940 
edition. In all cases the articles were found 
to be identical. Considering the number 
of changes that have taken place in all of 
these subjects within the last decade, there 
would seem to be little object in buying a 
recent set containing information that is 
at least six years old. 


It is confusing to have the name “Bri- 
tannica” spread across the backs of the 
first ten volumes of the set. In looking for 
the topic on Transportation, the tendency 
was to reach for the volume with the large 
“T” which proved to be the volume hav- 
ing the articles beginning with “C.” The 
letter “C” was also printed on the back of 
the volume, but in a size much smaller 


than the “T.” 


There is no question but what the set 
contains much that is of value. That there 
has been some revision of other material 
is evidenced by the articles on the various 


states, but until the set compares more 
favorably on all topics with the best avail- 
able juvenile encyclopedias, it is not rec- 
ommended for purchase by Minnesota 
school libraries. 


Childeraft, in 14 volumes. The Quarrie 


Corporation, 1939. Fabrikoid. $42. In the 
Subscription Books Committee Report for 
March, 1938, this set was commented on 
as one for the elementary school teacher. 
It was not approved because the commit- 
tee considered it too expensive for school 
purchase and not necessary in a school 
system having a printed course of study. 

A partially revised 1939 edition has been 
reviewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin of the American Library Association 
for July, 1940, where it is “recommended 
for home use and for those public libraries 
and schools where more adequate sources 
are not readily available.” 

The State Committee is still of the opin- 
ion that a set of this kind is not an advis- 
able purchase for school libraries in Min- 
nesota, and does not recommend it. There 
are many fine inexpensive books that 
would serve the needs of the elementary 
school library pupils more easily than the 
first six volumes of the set. The last six 
volumes contain materials for the teacher 
only. 


Extension Text Materials 


Some requests have come for informa- 
tion regarding the Extension Text Mate- 
rials. The set has not been presented for 
review and no information on it is avail- 
able unless it is the same set called Teach- 
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The State Committee cannot recom- 
mend these materials without having seen 
them. 


ers Extensions, a review of which appeared 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin for 


July, 1933. 


Illustrated Teaching Materials 


The visual materials included in the four series presented for review below are pri- 
marily for use in the classroom, though a school buying illustrative aids of any kind would 
do well to house them in the library where they could be available to all teachers and 
where the librarian could help locate the needed information. In reviewing these materials 
the State Committee asked the assistance of several teachers, requesting them to make an 
evaluation on such bases as use, attractiveness, value in relation to cost, and comparison 
with other available materials. 

The content and make-up of the several series varies greatly; all teachers reporting 
noted some good points about each, but no teacher gave her unqualified approval to any 
set. For illustrated teaching materials that are recommended by the Committee, See head- 
ing “Recommended Illustrated Teaching Materials.” 


Instructor Series of Illustrated Units. F, A. 





Owen Publishing co., Dansville, N. Y. 

About 50 topics in print, others being 
added from time to time. Partial list of 
subjects included Airplanes, Clothing, 
Eskimos, Farm Life, Insects, Japan, The 
Post Office, and Transportation. 

This series deals with a wide variety of 
subjects, but lacks attractiveness. Each 
unit is about 94% x 13, contains many 
small photographs, and some teaching 
suggestions. There is no stiffening in the 
paper. One teacher said most of the mate- 
rial included is easily found in the refer- 
ence books of small libraries. Another 
reports that the directed study programs 
are well adapted to the grades for which 
they are written. A third termed the 
make-up as impractical. 


Ynformative Classroom Picture Association, 


Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Eleven picture units (15 are planned 
for); Manual for teachers, Index guide 
(not yet published), Steel cabinet. $39.50. 
Each unit $2.80, except Greece and Rome, 
$2. “Graded for both upper and lower 
elementary levels.” Subjects: Life in Colo- 
nial America, Knighthood, Our City, The 
Farm, Pioneer days, Christmas in many 
lands, Early civilization, Transportation, 
Indian life, Life in Ancient Greece, Cloth- 
ing in other lands. 


Includes a wide variety of subjects. The 
pictures are black and white drawings on 
stiff paper about 8!4 x 11. The study chart 
is separate from the pictures, which one 
teacher said was an advantage for she 
thought the pictures ought to be mounted 
on heavier cardboard if they were going 
to stand up under normal wear. One 
supervisor gave her partial approval to the 
older subjects — Early civilization, Life in 
Ancient Greece, Indian life, etc. — if such 
material was needed. In her opinion the 
treatment of these subjects was much bet- 
ter than that of the more controversial 
ones, such as The Farm, Transportation, 
Home and Community life. She also said 
that the subjects in the first group were 
easier to find in most schools and school 
libraries. 


Visualized Curriculum Series. Creative Edu- 


cation Society, Mankato, Minnesota. 

Seven main units: Food, Shelter, Cloth- 
ing, Transportation, and Conservation. 
Cabinet. Teaching manual, index. Price 
schedule is somewhat complicated, but one 
problem is $13.75, and 7 problems are 
$59.50 complete. Additional problems may 
be purchased for $7.95 each, which in- 
cludes only pictures and manual. Can be 
bought without cabinet. 


The pictures are photographs, 8 x 1114, 


on which most teachers commented favor- 
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ably. One teacher thought the subject 
matter well organized, though she also 
thought the same material in book form 
would be more useful. The teacher who 
examined the material on conservation 
thought it was excellent, but her experi- 
ence had been that all of it and more too 
could be obtained from the U. S. Govern- 
ment at little or no cost. 


Compton’s Source Materials 


Eighteen main subjects and Index — 
$2.50 each for pictures and text. Price 
$49.50 ($2.50 discount for cash). 25 expe- 
rience units, 1000 pictures, Steel case. Pic- 
ture index, 18 books of source material, 
teacher’s manual. Can be bought without 
cabinet. Partial list of subjects: Transpor- 
tation, Clothing, Communication, Coal 
and Iron, Farm and City, Food, Greece 
and Rome, Holidays. 

Several colored pictures are included on 
one card which is of very stiff, durable and 
shiny paper. There are comments on the 
back of each card. One teacher thought 
she could find most of the information in 
Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia and that 
she preferred it in this fprm. She also said 
she would rather have many reference 
books, than a few reference books and 
some picture material. The authenticity 
of the material was unquestioned. Each 
set of pictures is accompanied by a set of 
Experience Units for the teacher. 


Summary 


Before purchasing any of these picture 
materials the school should consider them 
in terms of need, cost, available free and 
inexpensive materials, and up-to-date li- 
brary resources. It is the Committee’s 
recommendation that if the pictures are 
needed, they should be bought by unit 
rather than by set. The school having a 
projector which can be used in the class- 
room is in a better position to make use 
of any pictures than the school without it. 
The units should not be purchased with 
library book funds, and if the library facili- 
ties are poor, any available funds should 
be used to improve its facilities before buy- 
ing expensive pictures. 





Recommended Illustrated Teaching Ma- 


terials 


The advisability of securing inexpensive 
materials, especially U. S. Government 
publications, cannot be urged too strongly. 
Some of the best that have come to our 
attention are: Conserving farm lands, 
Vocation Division, Bulletin No. 201, 
Agricultural Series No. 53, sold by the 
Supt. of Documents, Washington, D. C., 
for 30c; The Modern World at work, No. 
3, National Youth Administration, Fed- 
eral Security Agency, sold by the Supt. of 
Documents for 15c. This is a bulletin on 
agriculture having excellent photographs. 

“The Soil Conservation Service has a 
collection of over 75,000 pictures showing 
all types of soil erosion, soil conservation 
practices, water conservation, flood control 
and wild life conservation. A price list of 
photographic material will be sent on 
request to the Chief Photographer, Soil 
Conservation Service, Washington, D. C., 
for free distribution.” 

Social problems visualized, while lim- 
ited in scope in comparison with some of 
the other series, presents in graphic form 
the important facts and problems of our 
social life. There are six subjects: Eco- 
nomic problems, Cooperation, Farm prob- 
lems, International problems, Health prob- 
lems, and one called Special problems 
which deals with such topics as crime, 
housing and accidents. Bought as one 
book the cost is $3.25, individual units are 
7oc except that on alcohol which is 5oc. 
Arranged and sold by the National 
Forum, Chicago, Illinois. 

Also recommended is the Building 
America Series, illustrated studies of mod- 
ern problems; ed. by the Society for Cur- 
riculum Study; distributed by the Ameri- 
cana corporation, 2 West 45th Street, New 
York City. Individual issues, 30c; one 
volume, $2 a year. Bound volumes, $2.95 
each. These excellent pictorial study book- 
lets, some of which are better than others, 
should be known and used by every 
school. They are attractive and inexpen- 
sive. Some of the outstanding numbers 
are: Our Constitution, Clothing and 
Housing. 
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Recent Publications for Librarians 


Apams, H. M. The jumior college library 
program. American Library Association, 
1940. g2p. $2.00. 

The author examines current practices in 
136 leading junior colleges. Chapters 
cover standards and functions of the 
library, the library and the curriculum, 
the library and the student, administration 
of the library, a new library program at 
Menlo Junior College, and selected basic 
principles for a junior college library pro- 
gram. 


Apuer, Berry. Latin America; books for 
North American readers. American Li- 
brary Association. 1940. 16p. 25c¢; 10 
copies, $1; 25, $2; 50, $3; 100, $5. 
“Provides guidance for individual readers, 
for classes and clubs, and especially for the 
small or medium-sized library interested 
in acquiring a selected well-rounded col- 
lection of popular, readable books on the 
Latin-American republics. Annotations 
and buying information are included for 
200 classified titles which have proved 
their acceptability and readability through 
actual use by the general public. There is 
a selection of about twenty general books 
suggested for use in small libraries not 
having an extensive Latin-American col- 
lection. Issued as a supplement to the 
October 1, 1940, Booklist.” 


Ceci, H. L., and Heaps, W. A. School 
library service in the United States: an 
interpretative survey. H. W. Wilson, 1940. 
334p- $2.75. 

This book attempts to interpret the impor- 
tance and place of school library service in 
the contemporary educational set-up and to 
trace its development from early beginnings 
to the broad concept of service of the 
present day school library. The book is also 
concerned with library service from the 
standpoint of educational administration, 
maintenance, costs and personnel. Twenty- 


seven tables and seven charts are included 
in the text. 


Harrison, W. C., and Urrr, H. A. von, 


comp. Engineering defense training, a 
booklist. American Library Association, 
1940. 16p. 25c; 10 copies, $1; 25, $2; 
50, $3; 100, $s. 

“Listed are books on aeronautical engi- 
neering, industrial management, machine 
shop practice, naval architecture, and 
marine engineering for the trained engi- 
neer. 


Horton, Marion. Buying list of books for 


small libraries. new 6th ed. American 
Library Association 1940. 152p. $1.75. 
This compilation includes books on many 
new subjects, books which superseded 
older titles, and new editions of basic 
works are included. Buying information 
is given for each of the 1,800 titles. Brief 
descriptive notes indicate the character of 
the books. This volume will be useful to 
the small library as well as the reader 
himself. 


Howarp, Pau. Aeronautic training for 


national defense. American Library Asso- 
ciation, 1940. 16p. 25c; 10 copies, $1; 25, 
$2; 50, $3; 100, $5. 

“This is another A.L.A. publication in the 
national emergency program. It was pub- 
lished as part two of the November 1 issue 
of the Booklist. Titles which were selected 
to supplement Mohrhardt’s Industrial 
training for national defense include ma- 
terial dealing with aeronautics from the 
standpoint of piloting, maintenance, and 
ground work. Special emphasis has been 
placed on government publications, trade 
literature, and magazine articles.” 


Matson, CHARLOTTE, and Wurzsurc, Doro- 


tHy, comp. Books for tired eyes, a list of 
books in large print. American Library 
Association, 1940. 80p. 65¢. 
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“This classified list of about 1,800 titles 
for adults and for children presents a vari- 
ety of interesting readable books — fiction 
and nonfiction — now in print, chosen 
with a due regard for the varying tastes of 
readers. Every book listed is set in 12-point 
type or larger, is well spaced and clearly 
printed.” 


Mouruarnt, C. M. Industrial training for 
national defense. American Library Asso- 
ciation. 1940. 16p. 25c; 10 copies, $1; 25, 
$2; 50, $3; 100, $5. 


“This is an annotated and classified list of 
142 up-to-date titles recommended for 
reading and study by vocational students, 


apprentices, and beginners; machinists and 
skilled workmen, factory superintendents 
and foremen; engineers and designers; and 
student engineers and designers. Prepared 
for libraries, vocational and trade schools, 
and for governmental agencies cooperat- 
ing in training for national defense, it was 
published by the A.L.A. as a supplement 
to the August, 1940, issue of the Booklist.” 


Current Pamphlets 
Compiled by Marit D. Peck 


Foreicn Poricy Reports. Foreign policy 
association, inc., 8 W. 4oth st., New York. 
Published twice a month. 25c¢ each; $5.00 
a year; order directly from the association. 


Indo-China: spearhead of Japan’s southward 
drive, by T. A. Bisson. vol. 16, no. 14. 


Russia and the “new order’ in Europe, by 
Vera Micheles Dean. vol. 16, no. 19. 


U. S. aid to Britain, by J. F. Green, D. H. 
Popper, and J. C. de Wilde. vol. 16, no. 20. 


The United States army in transition, by 
David H. Popper. vol. 16, no. 18. 


U. S. strategic bases in the Atlantic, by A. 
Randle Elliot. vol. 16, no. 21. 





Heap.ineE Books. Foreign policy association. 
22 East 38th st., New York. 25¢ each. 
America rearms, by William T. Stone. 1941. 

64p. 
Challenge to the Americas, by John I. B. 
McCulloch. 1940. 64p. 


Look at Latin America, by Joan Raushen- 
bush. 1940. 64p. 


Spotlight on the Balkans, by P. B. Stoyan. 
1940. 96p. 





Pustic AFFAirs PamMpuHcets. Public affairs 
committee, inc., 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York. roc each; for quantity rates, 
write the committee. Subscription for 24 
consecutive numbers, $2.00; 36, $3.00. 


America’s children, by Maxwell S. Stewart. 
1940. 31p. 


Credit unions — the people’s banks, by Max- 
well S. Stewart. 1940. 31p. 


59c¢ of your $1 — the cost of distribution, by 
T. R. Carskadon. 1940. 31p. 


How shall we pay for defense? by Maxwell 
S. Stewart. 1941. 30p. 


If war comes . . . mobilizing machines and 


men, by Percy W. Bidwell. 1940. 32p. 


Read your labels, by Helen Dallas and Max- 
ine Enlow for the Institute for consumer 
education. 1941. 3Ip. 


Should married women work? by Ruth 
Shallcross for the National federation of 
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business and professional women’s clubs. 
1940. 3Ip. 





MisceLLangous PampuHuets. The following 
list will be of special interest to the small 


library. 


A B C of cost figuring for the paint, varnish 
and lacquer industry. 1939. 41p. Sher- 
win-Williams co., 601 Canal road, Cleve- 


land, Ohio. Free. 


Amazing Chinese, by Willis Lamott. 1940. 
48p. Missionary education movement, 156 
5th ave., N. Y. 29¢. 


Bicycling for health and pleasure, n.d. 15p. 
Cycle trades of America, inc., Chanin 
bldg., N. Y. Free. 


Biological work. 1940. 24p. Morgan-Dillon 
co., 5154 N. Clark st., Chicago, Ill. Free. 


Book of successful fire places. 1940. 64p. 
Donley Brothers co., 13912 Miles ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio. Free to libraries. 25c¢ to 
others. 


Brick silos and how to build them. 1937. 
43p. Brick manufacturers’ assoc. of Amer- 
ica, 2121 Guarantee Title bldg., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 5o0c. 


Cape Breton, the royal isle. n.d. 21p. Nova 
Scotia bureau of information and public- 
ity, Halifax, N.S. Free. 


Color consciousness, by N. M. Kalmus. n.d. 
gp. The author, c/o Technicolor motion 
picture corporation, 6311 Romaine st., 
Hollywood, Calif. Free. 


Cooperation between producers and con- 
sumers, by E. R. Bowen and Producer- 
consumer relations by M. D. Lincoln. n.d. 
16p. Cooperative league, 608 S. Dearborn, 
Chicago, Ill. roc. 


Cotton from raw material to finished prod- 
uct. 1940. 80p. Cotton-textile institute, 
320 Broadway, N. Y. 75¢c. 


The Cuyuna range. A history of a Minne- 
sota iron mining district. 1940. 168p. 


Minnesota historical records survey, 205 
Federal courts bldg., St. Paul, Minn. Free. 


Democratic education. 1940. 23p. Ameri- 
can council on public affairs, 1734 Eye st., 
Washington, D. C. 25¢. 


Designs with instructions for simple projects 
in art metal and jewelry. 1940. 12p. 
William Dixon, 32 E. Kinney st., New- 
ark, N. J. 25¢. 


Drama and pageantry for use in the church. 
1940. 56p. Presbyterian board of Chris- 
tian education, Witherspoon bldg., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 35¢. 


Dramas to raise church money. 1940. 46p. 
Church management, 1900 Euclid ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 35c. 


Famous diamonds of the world, by Robert 
M. Shipley. 1939. 62p. Gemological in- 
stitute of America, 541 S. Alexandria st., 
Los Angeles, Calif. 25¢. 


Freezing and storage of foods in freezing 
cabinets and locker plants, by D. K. Tress- 
ler and C. W. DuBois. 1940. 6op. N. Y. 
state agricultural experiment station, Ge- 
neva, N. Y. Free. 


Fundamentals of training a good marching 
band. 1940. 47p. Elkhart band instru- 
ment co., Elkhart, Indiana. 5oc. 


The general house worker. 1940. 16p. 
National youth administration of Ohio, 
1 S. 4th st., Columbus, Ohio. Free. 


Group medical practice. 1940. 14p. Com- 
mittee on research in medical economics, 


9 Rockefeller plaza, N. Y. Free. 


The hospital attendant. 1940. 16p. National 
youth administration of Ohio, 1 S. 4th st., 
Columbus, Ohio. Free. 


How is a newspaper made? 1939. 42p. 
N. Y. World-Telegram. Editorial dept., 
125 Barclay st., N. Y. Free. 


How to make your own rugs, by Lucina 
Wakefield. 1940. 32p. Reader mail, inc., 
635 6th ave., N. Y. roc. 


How to reduce the cost of heating your 
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home, by John Barclay. 1939. 22p. An- 
thracite institute, 19 Rector st., N. Y. Free. 


Milestones in optical history. 1940. 29p. 
Bausch and Lomb optical co., Rochester, 
N. Y. Free. 


Mining and preparation of anthracite. 1931. 
26p. Anthracite institute, 19 Rector st., 
N. Y. Free. 


One hundred pictures of little known 
Alaska. 1935. 73p. America press, 53 
Park Place, N. Y. 53¢. 


Own your own home. 1939. 41p. Struc- 
tural clay products institute, 1427 I st. 
N.W., Washington, D. C. roc. 


Problem of cooperative medicine by V. J. | 


Tereshtenko. 1940. 78p. The cooperative 
project, 625 Madison ave., N. Y. Free. 


Pursuit of accuracy. 1940. 30p. Hamilton 
watch co., Lancaster, Pa. Free. 


Rural America lights up. 1940. 142p. Na- 
tional home library foundation, 1212 St. 
Matthews court N.W., Washington, D. C. 
25¢. 


Schools can teach democracy, by George S. 
Counts. 1939. 32p. John Day co., 2 W. 
45th st., N. Y. 25¢. 


Singer home decoration guide. 1940. 47p. 
Singer sewing machine co., Singer bldg., 
N. Y. 25¢. 


Singer illustrated dress making guide. 1939. 





‘ 


Education. 1938. $1.00) 





Book Purchases 


‘, . . In consequence of the misplaced commercial principle of giving the 
public what it wants, an excessive proportion of the library funds is devoted to the 
purchase of books of no real educational significance. One rather small and 
cramped library purchased last year nine hundred fiction titles. Were fifty novels 
published last year that are worth shelf room today? And if Judy O’Grady and 
the Colonel’s lady had not had a chance to read last year a book they would not 
touch this year, where was the loss?”—Alvin Johnson, in his The public library — 
a people’s university. p. 73-74. (New York, American Association for Adult 


48p. Singer sewing machine co., Singer 
bldg., N. Y. 25¢. 


Soap sculpture. 1940. 24p. National soap 
sculpture committee, 80 E. 11th st., N. Y. 
Free. 


Story of chocolate and cocoa. 1938. 21p. 
Hershey chocolate corp., Hershey, Pa. 
Free. 


Story of soap. 1937. 27p. Procter and 
Gamble co., Cincinnati, Ohio. Free. 


Sunshine over the border, by David S. 
Oakes. 1939. 25p. Mexican gov’t railway 
system, 11 W. 42d st., N. Y. Free. 


Turkey purchase, preparation and service, 
by Alice Easton. n.d. 60p. The Dahls, 
Haviland road, Stamford, Conn. 25¢. 


Where are you going to college? A hand- 
book introduction to New England col- 
leges, by Roy H. Lane. 1940. 87p. Col- 
lege handbook, 45 South st., Rockport, 
Mass. 35c. 





Your attention is called to the following 


pamphlet: 


One dollar or less. Inexpensive books for 
school libraries. U. S. Office of education, 
Pamphlet no. 88. 1940. 16p. 5c. For sale 
by the Superintendent of documents, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Acknowledged Authority 


“. . . The acknowledged authority in 
the evaluation of reference sets is the 
Subscription Books Bulletin. . . . it is 
recommended that every school library 
subscribe and preserve a file of all 
copies . . ."—from circular No. 45, 
Iowa State Department of Public In- 
struction. 


A Real Saving 


“A real saving can be made by any in- 
dividual planning to purchase an en- 
cyclopedia or any set of books. . . by 
referring to Subscription Books Bul- 
letin. ... It gives an unbiased, profes- 
sional study of all types of books sold 
by agents, giving both good points and 
weak points . . . enables you to choose 
intelligently the one which fits your 
needs . . .’—from Nicholson Memorial 
Library (Longview, Texas) Notes. 


Few Sets 


“. . . Few sets of books are bought by 
the Los Angeles Public Library and 


none of these until they have been re- 
viewed by Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin . . .”"—from a symposium article, 
Buying Children’s Books by Gladys 
English, in the Library Journal. 


Inferior Literature 


“So much inferior literature is being 
offered by itinerant book sales agents 
these days that it will be reassuring to 
prospective purchasers to know there is 
a way of determining the value of such 
offerings. ... If (you) will defer pur- 
chase until after consulting Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, undoubtedly some 
money can be saved . . .”—from edi- 
torial in Hunterdon (N.J.) County 
Democrat. 


Admirable Job 


“, . Subscription Books Bulletin since 
1930 has done an admirable job for 
reference tools sold direct to the con- 
sumer .. .”—from Current Reference 
Books in Wilson Library Bulletin. 





The SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS BULLETIN is published quarterly by the American Library Asso- 
ciation, Chicago. Subscription: $2 a year; 50c for a single copy; 40c each for 10-50 
copies; 25c each for 50-100; 20c each for 100-500. Sample copy sent on request. 




















